IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Appl. No. 
Applicant 



: 10/578,774 



: Hamdan Halimaton 



Confirmation No. 6194 



Filed 



: November 10, 2003 



Title 



: Improvements in Silica Aerogels 



Examiner 



: Daniel S. Metzmaier 



Group Art Unit 



: 1796 



Docket No. 



: PIN.00006 



COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



Commissioner for Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1451 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1451 



Reasons for allowance are only warranted in instances in which "the record of 
the prosecution as a whole does not make clear [the Examiner's] reasons for allowing 
a claim or claims." 37 C.F.R. 1. 104(e). In the present case, the Applicants believe the 
record as a whole does make clear the reasons for allowance and therefore no 
statement by the Examiner is necessary or warranted. Furthermore, the Applicants do 
not necessarily agree with each statement in the reasons for allowance. While the 
Applicants believe the claims are allowable, the Applicants do not acquiesce that 
patentability resides solely in the specific feature or combination of features 
identified, or that each feature or combination of features identified is required for 
patentability, or that equivalents of any specifically recited feature is outside the scope 
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of the allowed claims. 



Date: January 24, 2011 



Respectfully submitted, 
SMIRMAN IP LAW, PLLC 



/Preston H. Smirman/ 

Preston H. Smirman 
Reg. No. 35,365 
Smirman IP Law, PLLC 
P.O. Box 80364 
Rochester, Michigan 48308 
Tel.: (248) 601-6666 
Fax: (248) 601-6667 
prcsuwsminnanfr'au.noi 

Attorney for Applicants 
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